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TEXT:  John 9:1-7  THEME:  The Son-Light Lets You See 
 
Dear Christian Friends, 
 

Try to imagine being blind.  I don’t think you and I can really do that.  Unless you’ve 
felt it, you probably have no idea what it is like to be blind.  I think it was interesting 
that in the move Ray, about the blind musician Ray Charles, Jamie Foxx, the actor 
that played Ray Charles insisted on being blind every day.  He wore a blindfold from 
the time he got up to just before he went to bed.  He wanted to feel what it was like 
to be blind.  Can you imagine doing that, even for one day? 
 
Today we see how Jesus healed a man born blind.  As we look at this story, it’s 
going to become clear that this is also your story—Jesus has healed you too, but 
from a different kind of blindness.  Jesus literally changed the way this man saw the 
world, and Jesus has done the same thing for us.   
 
Jesus healed the man of his physical blindness.  Can you imagine what that must 
have been like for that man?  He could finally see what people looked like, what 
food looked like.  Colors.  Himself.  Water.  All these things he knew about, but could 
never see—and now he could.  Then, a little bit later in chapter 9 of John’s Gospel, 
we see Jesus perform the big miracle here—he opens the eyes of this man’s soul.  
Jesus asked the man who had been blind if he believed in the Son of Man.  “Who is 
he, sir?” the man asked.  “Tell me so that I may believe in him.”  Jesus said, 
“You have now seen him; in fact, he is the one speaking with you.”  Then the 
man said, “Lord, I believe,” and he worshiped him” (John 9:35-38).   
 
After Jesus healed the man, he said that this is why had had come into the world—
so that the blind will see.  In other words, so that he could give eyes of faith to those 
whose souls are spiritually blind. 
 
Do you see how this man’s story is your story and my story?  Did you know that you 
were born into this world with the eyes of your soul glued shut?  You were born 
spiritually blind.  You couldn’t see who Jesus Christ was.  And when you can’t see 
Jesus, you can’t really see who God is.  And when you can’t see God, lots of things 
don’t make sense in this world.  Why am I here, on this planet?  What is my purpose 
for existing?  What am I doing here?  Where am I going?  What will happen to me 
fifty or a hundred years from now, when I’m not here?  When you can’t see Jesus 
Christ, you can’t see the answers to these questions.  Maybe for some of you, you 
can remember how that felt, to be wandering through life with the eyes of your soul 
glued shut—trying the best you can to find your way, but without any success. 
 
But Jesus didn’t leave you spiritually blind.  He intervened.  What Jesus did for this 
man in this story, Jesus has also done for you.  He came to you, and he opened the 
eyes of your soul.  He didn’t use mud.  For some of you, Jesus opened the eyes of 
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your soul when he came to you in baptism.  There, through water and the Word, 
Jesus gave you eyes of faith, so that you could see him, so that you could see God 
and understand and believe all these things that you had never seen or understood 
before.  For some of you, Jesus gave sight to your soul when you were older—and 
he came to you through the Word, and opened your eyes with the message of the 
Gospel.  He may be doing that for some of you right now.  I forgive you, Jesus said.  
I lived a perfect life for you.  I died for you.  I rose from the dead for you.  You are my 
child, and I will be your shepherd.  That’s the Gospel—and that’s how Jesus has 
opened your eyes to things about God you had never seen before. 
 
You might say, “I never would have known that God was so forgiving.  Jesus has 
opened my eyes.  I am amazed that God would love me enough to send his Son, to 
take my sins away.  I could never picture that love until now.  I can see grace now—I 
couldn’t see it before.  I never knew that God could be so wonderful, so good, so 
loving, so full of grace—but now I can see it all.  Jesus has opened my eyes.” 
 
That’s why I have come to you, Jesus says.  I have come so that you can have the 
light of life instead of the darkness of death.  “I am the light of the world,” Jesus 
said.  I have come so that you can see all these things, so that you can believe all 
these things, and understand all these things, and have life, and have it to the full.   
 
My friends, I pray that this account of Jesus healing the blind man does a couple 
things for you.  I pray that it increases your faith, your love, and your appreciation for 
Jesus Christ, and what he has done for you in your life.  I pray this also reminds you 
that there are people you know, that you love and care about and enjoy being 
around, but the eyes of their souls are glued shut.  They don’t see what you see.  If 
only they would come into contact with Jesus Christ!   
 
He can open their eyes, so that they can see the grace of God, just like you can 
right now.  Jesus can make that happen.  And the time to do that, Jesus says, is 
right now—don’t procrastinate.  As long as it is day, as long as the world is still 
existing—now is the time to share your Savior with others.  “As long as it is 
day, we must do the works of him who sent me.  Night is coming, when no one 
can work,” Jesus said. 
 
If you do not know Jesus as your Savior, we invite you to come and study God’s 
Word with us so that he can open your eyes to see the grace of God, so that you 
can see his purpose for your life, so that you can spend eternity with us in heaven.  
All it takes is one visit with the light of the world, and someone’s eyes could be 
opened, just as was the case for that blind man.  Jesus is the SON-LIGHT THAT 
LETS YOU SEE.  Amen. 
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Prayer of the Church 
 

O Lord, light of the world and saving strength of your people, 
we thank you for the gift of your Word.   
 
Pour out your Spirit on us, that we may grow richly in divine 
knowledge and spiritual understanding.  Bless the 
proclamation of your Word everywhere, so that souls may 
have eyes that see your forgiveness, grace, and love.  Turn 
us from the darkness of spiritual ignorance, falsehood, and 
despair to the light of knowledge, truth, and life.   
 
Let your Word shine in our homes, that parents and children 
may live together in love and serve one another in kindness 
and humility.  Watch over the sick, the sorrowing, the 
anxious, and the weary.  Preserve those who are in any 
danger of body or soul.  Supply us by the grace of Jesus, the 
SON-LIGHT WHO LETS US SEE, and with the Spirit’s 
power, that we may ever be comforted by your truth and 
sustained by your love. 
 
For these and all other things you know we need, we 
confidently ask in the name of him who gave himself for us 
that we might live through him, Jesus our Lord.  Amen. 
 
 


